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An assembly comprising a plate-shaped floor member, an assembly comprising 
at least two spaced-apart sections and at least one floor member extending 
between said sections, as well as a floor member and a section suitable 
for such assemblies. 

The invention relates to an assembly comprising a plate- 
shaped floor member provided with a plate and at least two ribs, between 
which a trench is present, which assembly furthermore comprises at least 
one conduit present in said trench, whereby at least one rib bounding said 
trench is provided with at least one passage, which extends from said 
trench to a side of the rib remote from said trench, whilst said conduit 
extends through said passage. 

The term floor member used herein is understood to mean 
a structure functioning as a floor and as a ceiling. 

With a similar assembly known from US Patent US-A- 
3,545,830 conduits are laid through the passages provided in the ribs. 
An advantage of such an assembly is the fact that the conduits can be laid 
in a relatively random manner after the floor member has been placed. 

With the assembly according US-A--3, 546,830 the ribs 
are present on the underside of the plate, whereby the upper side of the 
floor member can directly function as a floor of a house on which walking 
is possible. The underside of the floor member is not finished, 

A floor member of this kind is not suitable as a 
partition floor between two spaces lying one above the other, whereby the 
floor member functions as a ceiling in one space and as a floor in the 
space present above said space. In the first place the conduits are exposed 
to view from the lower space. Secondly the conduits must be mounted against 
the ceiling, which is relatively labourious. Thirdly a sewage conduit 
associated with the upper space, for example, extends under the floor of 
said upper space, against the ceiling of the lower space, whereby the 
conduit is only accessible from said lower space. Because of this 
arrangement the user of the upper space is dependent on the user of the 
lower space for gaining access to the conduit, for example in the event 
of maintenance of defects, which is undesirable. 

The object of the invention is to provide an assembly 
wherein the conduit can be provided in a relatively simple manner and 
wherein the conduit is accessible from the space with which the conduit 
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is associated. 

This objective is accomplished with the assembly 
according to the invention in that said ribs are present on the upper side 
of the plate, with a plate-shaped covering being present on or between 
5 said ribs on a side remote from said plate. 

The conduit can be placed in the trench in a simple 
manner and be supported by the plate. The conduit is subsequently hidden 
from view by the covering and a floor is obtained on which walking is 
possible. If the conduit is to be replaced, the covering is removed and 

10 access to the conduit is gained. 

The passages in the ribs make it possible for the 
conduit to extend not only parallel to the trench, but also through the 
ribs bounding said trench, and to reach a substantially random position 
on the plate. Furthermore it is possible to have the conduits extend 

15 transversely to the ribs, from one floor member to another floor member, 
when several floor members are arranged in side-by-side relationship, 
wherein the ribs of the various floor members extend parallel to each 
other. Thus a practically unlimited number of possible positions of the 
conduit are possible. 

20 In addition to that the underside of the floor member 

does not require any additional finishing with the assembly according to 
the invention. 

The invention also relates to an assembly comprising 
at least two spaced-apart sections and at least one floor member extending 
25 between said sections. 

An assembly known from European patent EP-Bl-0 112 598 
comprises Z-shaped sections and corrugated floor members. The floor members 
are supported with their ends on flanges of sections projecting under the 
floor member. Conduits may be laid in the trenches of said corrugated floor 
30 members, which conduits can be replaced in a simple manner and/or be laid 
in other trenches, for example in the event of a renovation. The conduits 
cannot extend transversely to the slots, however. The assembly is inter 
alia used for constructing buildings, such as houses. 

One drawback of the known assembly is the fact that 
35 both the upper side and the underside of the floor member req4Jire finishing 
if the assembly is used as a partition floor. 
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Another drawback is the fact that the load-bearing 
capacity of the corrugated floor member is relatively small, whereas the 
manufacturing costs are relatively high. 

The object of the invention is to provide an assembly 
wherein the above drawbacks are avoided. 

This objective is accomplished with the assembly 
according to the invention in that the floor member is provided with a 
plate, which comprises on an upper side thereof at least two ribs extending 
in the longitudinal direction of the plate, which extend beyond edges of 
the plate with their ends, whereby said ends are supported on said 
sections. 

The ends of the ribs supported on the sections and 
extending beyond the plate make it possible to have the underside of the 
plate either terminate at the same height or under the section. The 
underside of the plate does not require any further finishing with 
additional panels. The space bounded by the plate and the ribs may be used 
for laying conduits therein, after which a covering may be provided on 
the ribs. The conduits present on the plate can be readily removed, 
rearranged or replaced at a later stage, for example in the event of a 
renovation, by removing the cover plates. The total thickness of the floor 
member built up in this manner may be the same or less than that of the 
known floor member, whilst the load-bearing capacity is considerably 
higher. 

One embodiment of the assembly according to the 
invention is characterized in that the elongated d-shaped section comprises 
an elongated duct and a flange being in line with a wall of said duct, 
whereby the ends of the ribs are supported by said flange. 

The d-shaped section is relatively stiff and of simple 
design. With a section of this kind the underside of the plate may be 
positioned lower than the underside of the flange, as a result of which 
the underside of the plate need not be covered, whilst the section can 
be hidden from view in a relatively simple manner. The finish of the 
section may be provided in the same plane as the underside of the plate- 
As a result of this the total thickness of the floor member is relatively 
1 imi ted. 

Another embodiment of the assembly according to the 
invention is characterized in that upright walls of the elongated duct 
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are provided with aligned passages. 

The conduits present on the plate can be passed through 
said passages. If conduits must be removed at a later stage, for example 
in case of a renovation, these conduits can be removed from the passages 
5 in a simple manner and be passed through other passages already present 
in the section. The assembly according to the Invention makes it possible 
to provide new conduits in the future or to remove already existing 
conduits in a relatively simple manner. This is important in particular 
in order to leave open the possibility of future adaptation of buildings 
10 to demands that may apply in the future. It is noted that with the assembly 
known from EP-Bl-0 112 598 only a limited number of trenches are connected 
to trenches in the wall, as a result of which conduits can only be laid 
in those trenches. With the assembly according to the invention conduits 
can be laid over the entire plate surface. 
15 The invention will be explained in more detail with 

reference to the drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a first embodiment 
of an assembly according to the invention; 

Figure 2 is a cross-sectional view of the assembly shown 

20 in Figure 1; 

Figure 3 is a cross-sectional view of a second 
embodiment of an assembly according to the invention; 

Figure 4 is a cross-sectional view of a third embodiment 
of an assembly according to the invention; 
25 Figure 5 is a cross-sectional view of a fourth 

embodiment of an assembly according to the invention; 

Figure 6 is a cross-sectional view of a fifth embodiment 
of an assembly according to the invention; 

Figure 7 is a perspective view of a floor member 
30 according to the invention; 

Figure 8 is a perspective view of an assembly according 

to the invention; 

Figure 9 is a perspective view of another finished 
assembly according to the invention; 
35 Figure 10 is a perspective view of yet another finished 

assembly according to the invention; 
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Figure 11 is a perspective view of yet another finished 
assembly according to the invention; 

Figure 12 is a cross-sectional view in Y-direction of 
an assembly according to the invention; 

Figure 13 is another cross-sectional view in Y-direction 
of an assembly according to the invention; 

Figure 14 is a cross-sectional view in X-direction of 
an assembly according to the Invention; 

Figure 15 is a perspective view of a detail of the 
assembly shown in Figure 9; 

Figure 16 is cross-sectional view in X-direction of 
an assembly according to the invention; 

Figure 17 is another cross-sectional view in X-direction 
of an assembly according to the invention; 

Figures 18A-B are cross-sectional views in Y-direction 
of the structure shown in Figure 9, 

Like parts are numbered alike in the Figures. 

Figures 1 and 2 are a perspective view and a cross- 
sectional view respectively of a first embodiment of an assembly 1 
according to the invention. Assembly 1 comprises a number of floor members 
2 arranged in side-by-side relationship, which are each provided with a 
plate 3 and with two ribs 4 extending parallel to each other. Ribs 4 are 
each provided with a number of passages 5 lying side by side. Assembly 
1 furthermore comprises a plate-shaped covering 7 built up of wooden slats 
5, which is present on a side of ribs 4 remote from plate 3. Plates 3, 
ribs 4 and the covering 7 present thereon bound elongated trenches 8. Also 
with two plates 3, 3' lying side by side, plates 3, 3' and the ribs 4 of 
plates 3, 3' positioned near each other bound, together with covering 7, 
a channel -shaped trench 8. Conduits 9 are provided in channel -shaped 
trenches 8 before placing covering 7 on ribs 4, which conduits may simply 
extend parallel to ribs 4. It is also possible, however, to have conduit 
9 extend transversely to ribs 4 via passages 5. In the assembly shown in 
Figure 1, conduit 9 comprises a first conduit portion 10, which extends 
through a passage 5 of right-hand rib 4, a second conduit portion 11, which 
extends transversely to first conduit portion 10 and which is present in 
trench 8 between ribs 4. Second conduit portion 11 is connected, by means 
of a T-shaped coupling piece 12, to a third conduit portion 13, which 
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extends in line with second conduit portion 11, and to a fourth conduit 
portion 14, which extends transversely to conduit portions 11, 13 into 
a trench 8 to the left of left-hand rib 4. 

Assembly 1 is put together in the following manner. 
5 In order to obtain a wall or a ceiling a number of plates 3 are positioned 
side by side, whereby ends of plates 3 are supported by supporting sections 
(not shown). Then conduits 9 are provided in trenches 8 and through 
passages 5, whereby the lay-out of the conduits is selected in dependence 
on the desired location of inter alia the beginning and the end of conduit 

10 9. The conduits may comprise sewers, computer cables, alarm facilities, 
air ducts, water pipes, gas pipes, electric conduits, optical cables, 
community antenna cables, etc. After the desired conduits 9 have been 
provided on plates 3, covering 7 is mounted on the side of ribs 4 remote 
from plate 3, as a result of which conduits 9 are hidden from view. Thus 

15 a floor fitted with conduits can be provided in a relatively simple manner. 
When conduits 9 must be accessed for maintenance work or renovation, 
covering 7 is removed, after which conduit 9 is readily accessible. In 
this way it is also possible to rearrange or remove the existing conduits 
9 in case of a renovation or to replace them by new conduits, which can 

20 be placed over the floor members 2 lying side by side in a different 
manner, or to add additional conduits. 

With the assembly 1 shown in Figures 1 and 2 covering 
7 forms a floor, whilst the side of plate 3 remote from covering 7 forms 
a ceiling of a space present under plate 3. 

25 Figure 3 shows a second embodiment of an assembly 21 

according to the invention, which comprises a plate 22 and ribs 23, 24 
extending transversely to said plate, on either side thereof. All ribs 

23, 24 are provided with passages 5 extending transversely to ribs 23, 

24. Assembly 21 comprises plate-shaped coverings 25 and 26 respectively 
30 on the sides of ribs 23, 24 remote from plate 22, Covering 25 forms a floor 

of a space above covering 25, whilst covering 26 forms a ceiling of a space 
under covering 26. In this manner conduits can be provided both in the 
ceiling and in the floor of a space and be replaced in a simple manner 
in case of a renovation. It is possible to provide the plate with passages 
35 extending transversely to the plate, as a result of which the conduits 
can be passed through the plate, thus providing a connection between the 
upper side and the bottom side of said plate. 
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Figure 4 shows a third embodiment of an assembly 30 
according to the invention, which largely corresponds with the assembly 
21 according to the invention illustrated in Figure 3. The difference with 
the assembly 21 shown in Figure 3 is that instead of a covering 26 which 
5 abuts against ends of ribs 24 remote from plate 22, a number of plate- 
shaped coverings 31 are provided, which each extend between ribs 24 and 
which abut with long sides 32 against long sides 33 of ribs 24. In this 
manner a single covering 31 can be removed in a relatively simple manner. 
A possible drawback of a covering 31 of this type is that the joints 

10 between ribs 24 and covering 31 are exposed to view. 

Figure 5 shows a fourth embodiment 35 according to the 
invention, which comprises a plate 36 and ribs 37 extending transversely 
thereto, which ribs comprise a widened portion 38 on a side remote from 
plate 36 and a plate-shaped covering 39 supported by widened portion 38. 

15 The presence of widened portions 38 makes it possible to make covering 
39 relatively thin, whilst the required strength of covering 39 is still 
ensured. 

Figure 6 shows a fifth embodiment of an assembly 40 
according to the invention, which is provided with a floor member 41 , which 

20 comprises a plate 42 and ribs 43 extending transversely to plate 42. Plate 
42 is provided with relatively thin channels 44 extending transversely 
to the plate. Each rib 43 is provided with a widened portion 45, which 
is located near plate 42, and a narrower portion 46, which is recessed 
with respect to said widened portion. Assembly 40 is furthermore provided 

25 with a layer of sound-absorbing insulation material 47, which is present 
on plate 42 and between widened portions 45, and with intermediate plates 
48 lying on top of said layer. Said intermediate plates extend parallel 
to ribs 43 and are supported near ribs 43 by supporting flanges 49, which 
are present on a side of widened portion 45 remote from plate 42, and which 

30 are furthermore bounded by narrower portion 46. A plate-shaped covering 
50 is provided on a side of the narrower portions 46 of ribs 43 remote 
from plate 42. Intermediate plates 48, narrower portions 46 of ribs 43 
and covering 50 bound channel -shaped trenches 51, in which conduits 9 are 
present. Conduits 9 furthermore extend through passages 5 present in the 

35 narrower portions 46 between intermediate plates 48 and covering 50. The 
advantage of assembly 40 according to the invention is that conduits 9 
can be provided and replaced in a simple manner. Another advantage of 
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assembly 40 according to the invention is that it has relatively good 
sound-absorbing qualities as a result of the presence of channels 44 and 
the insulating layer 47 present above said channels. 

Figure 7 shows a floor member 101 according to the 
5 invention, which comprises an elongated concrete plate 102, which is 
provided near long sides with ribs 103 formed in one piece with said plate, 
which extend with ends 104 beyond edges 105 of plate 102. Near edge 105 
an underside 106 of each rib 103 is spaced from the underside 107 of plate 
102 by a distance H. A stiffening rib 108 formed in one piece with plate 

10 102 extends between ribs 103, near edge 105. Both ribs 103 and stiffening 
rib 108 have a trapezoidal cross-section 109. Ribs 103 are spaced from 
the long sides of the plate by a distance A. The Figure shows a system 
of axes X, Y, Z, which will also be used in the other Figures to explain 
the various views. The X-direction indicates the longitudinal direction 

15 of the plate, the Y-direction indicates the transverse direction of the 
plate, and the Z-direction indicates the vertical direction. 

Figure 8 shows a skeleton of a building under 
construction, of which a steel structure 110 has already been built up. 
Steel structure 110 comprises a number of steel columns 111 extending in 

20 Z-direction, which are interconnected by sections 112, 113 in Y~direction 
and by U-shaped and I-shaped sections 114, 115 in X-direction. Each plane 
formed by columns 111 and sections 114 is furthermore stiffened by means 
of stability connections (stiffening crosses). These sides form part of 
the partition walls or the side walls of the building. The front and rear 

25 sides of the building are made up of the planes formed by columns 111 and 
sections 112. At its front side the building comprises a steel structure 
117, in which windows and doors may be provided. This structure does not 
form part of the invention and consequently will not be explained in more 
detail herein. Sections 112, 113 extend between two columns 111, whereby 

30 sections 112, 113 are mounted on either side of columns 111. As a result 
of this arrangement sections 112, 113 are spaced apart, so that a through 
opening 118 extends between sections 112, 113. Sections 112 are provided 
with passages 119, with passages 119 of sections located adjacently to 
each other being in line. Each section 112 is furthermore provided with 

35 flanges 120 extending in the longitudinal direction of section 112. The 
flanges 120 of opposed sections 112 are directed to each other, whereby 
flanges 120 function to support the ends 104 of floor members 101. This 
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will be explained in more detail with reference to Figure 9. The steel 
structure 110 is furthermore provided with a number of trimming joints 
121, which are used for mounting a staircase. 

Figure 9 is a perspective rear view of the structure 
110 shown in Figure 8, which shows concrete floor members 101, which have 
been placed on flanges 120 of sections 112. Following that conduits 122 
were provided, which conduits 122 are present on plate 102 between ribs 
103, and which were subsequently passed into the openings 118 bounded by 
sections 112, 113 through the passages 119 in sections 112. Conduits 122, 
for example conduits used for telecommunication, heating, cooling, air 
conditioning, community antenna, gas, water, electric, data, sewage, can 
be laid as desired through the entire the steel structure. In principle 
all places in the steel structure are accessible via passages 119, openings 
118 and the trenches formed by plates 102 and ribs 103, as it were. 

Figure 10 shows an enlarged detail of the structure 
shown In Figure 9, wherein wooden slats 123 are placed transversely to 
ribs 103, which slats function to support cover plates 124 (see Figure 
11), If the lay-out of the conduits 122 is to be changed at a later stage, 
for example in case of a renovation, plates 124 and 123 are removed 
locally, after which conduits 122 will be accessible again. 

Figure 11 shows a structure 125 which is comparable 
with the structure 110 shown in Figure 8, wherein wooden plates 124 are 
placed on wooden slats 123. 

Figures 12, 13, 14 show details of structure 125, 
wherein structure 125 is furthermore provided with upright walls and 
further additions have been made. 

Figure 12 is a sectional view of structure 125 as 
Indicated by arrow VI-VI. Connected to column 111, in a manner known 
per se, is one end of d-shaped section 112. D-shaped section 112 
comprises a bottom wall 126 and a flange 120 connected thereto, which is 
in line therewith. Connected to bottom wall 126 are two upright side 
walls 127, which are each provided with passages 119. Side walls 127 are 
interconnected by an upper wall 128 on a side remote from bottom wall 126. 
Flange 120 supports the ends 104 of a concrete floor member 101. The space 
between stiffening rib 108 and side wall 127 of section 112 is filled with 
insulation material 129. Floor portion 101 functions both as a support 
for slats 123 and the plates 124 forming a floor and as a ceiling for the 
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space under floor member 101- As can be seen in Figure 12, the underside 
130 of plate 102 is positioned under flange 120. The space between flange 
120 and the level of the underside 130 of plate 102 is filled with 
insulation material 131. The side 132 of the insulation material 131 that 
5 is exposed to view may be finished in the same manner as the underside 
130 of plate 102. In order to provide an adequate sound insulation felt 
133 is provided between ribs 103 and wooden slats 123, as well as between 
the upper wall 128 of section 112 and the wooden plates 124. Walls 134, 
135 are placed on either side of the steel structure 117. Each wall 135 

10 is supported on the wooden plates 124 with an underside. Each wall 135 
is provided with a tubular passage 136 near the underside, which passage 
is closed on a side remote from structure 117 by a removable skirting-board 
137. Passage 136 may be used for accommodating electric conduits therein. 

Figure 13 is a cross-sectional view in the direction 

15 indicated by arrows VII-VII of the structure 125 shown in Figure 11. In 
the situation shown in Figure 13 two d-shaped sections 112 are mounted 
on either side of a column 111. Conduits 122 are present on floor members 
101, which conduits extend through passages 119 in sections 112 to the 
space 118 present between sections 112, from where conduit 122 is led to 

20 another place in structure 125. 

Figure 14 is a cross-sectional view in the direction 
indicated by arrows VIII-VIII of the structure 125 shown in Figure II, 
The cross-sectional view of Figure 14 shows a situation wherein two 
structures 125 lie side by side. Consequently the right-hand part of arrow 

25 VIII is illustrated in dotted lines in Figure II. When a number of 
connected houses are constructed, a number of structures 125 are placed 
in abutting relationship, whereby two columns III are arranged near each 
other, and two stiffening crosses 116 are arranged opposite each other 
at every transition from one structure 125 to the other structure 125. 

30 In the cross-sectional view of Figure 14 two U-shaped sections 114 of the 
two structures 125 lying side by side extend along each other. Floor 
members 101 extend parallel to sections 114. Plates 102 extend toward each 
other under sections 114, with portions 138 extending beyond ribs near 
the outer edge of plates 102. A layer of felt 139 is provided between 

35 portions 138. Insulation material 140 is provided between the parallel 
walls 135 of the two houses. As can be seen in Figure 14, slats 123 are 
supported with their ends on ribs 103, whereby felt is provided between 
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ribs 103 and slats 123. Short slats 141 extend between slats 123. 

Figure 15 is a perspective view of a part of the 
structure shown in Figure 9, showing an opening 142 for a staircase. A 
trimming joint 121 is provided near opening 142, which trimming joint 
5 comprises an upright wall 143, a plate 144 forming a flange, which extends 
transversely thereto, sloping connecting surfaces 145 connected to wall 
143 and plate 144, and suspension supports 145, 147 connected to connecting 
surfaces 145. Suspension support 146 is plate-shaped and is supported by 
I-shaped section 115. Suspension support 147 comprises a plate portion 
10 148, which is supported on rib 103, and a plate-shaped portion 149 
connected perpendicularly thereto, which engages round rib 103. Floor 
member 101 is supported with its ends 104 on flange-shaped plate 144 of 
trimming joint 121. 

Figure 16 is a cross-sectional view of two structures 
15 125 placed in abutting relationship, wherein the portion on the left-hand 
side corresponds with the left-hand portion of Figure 14. On the right-hand 
side a finishing plate 150 of trimming joint 121 can be seen. 

Figure 17 is another cross-sectional view of the 
structure shown in Figure 15, in a direction indicated by arrow XI-XI. 
20 The floor member 101 shown on the right-hand side abuts against I-shaped 
section 115 with one end 138, whereby felt 139 is provided between floor 
member 101 and section 115. 

Figure 18A is a cross-sectional view of the structure 
shown in Figure 15 in a direction indicated by arrow XII-XII. Figure 18A 
25 clearly shows that trimming joint 121 is supported on I-shaped section 
121 with suspension support 146 on the left-hand side, whilst it hooks 
behind a rib 103 of a floor member 101 positioned to the right of trimming 
joint 121 with plate portions 148, 149. 

Figure 18B is a cross-sectional view of a finished 
30 staircase trimming joint 121 and a floor member positioned beside said 
trimming joint. 

With the assembly according to the invention the use 
of floor member 101 and sections 112 makes it possible to provide conduits 
in a building and change the lay-out of the conduits at a later stage in 
35 a simple manner. The construction of floor member 101, with projecting 
parts 104 being supported on flanges 120 of sections 112, prevents 
flanges 120 from extending under floor members 101. As a result of this 
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construction of floor member 101 the height of the total floor structure 
is relatively small, whilst floor member 101 is sufficiently stiff and 
strong. 

It is also possible to make plate 102 of concrete, for 
5 example, whilst ribs 103 are made of steel and said ribs are anchored in 
the concrete plate. 

It is also possible to leave out stiffening rib 108. 
The passages may extend obliquely through ribs 4 rather 

than transversely thereto. Furthermore a number of passage 5 may be 
10 positioned one above the other, so that electric conduits for low-voltage 

current and high-voltage current, for example, can be kept spaced apart. 

The plate and the ribs attached thereto may be made 

of a homogeneous material, such as concrete, or of a combination of 

materials wherein the plate is for example made of concrete, plaster board, 
15 multi-ply board, particled board or metal, and the ribs are made of 

reinforced concrete, hot-rolled steel sections, cold-formed steel, other 

metals, wood and the like. 

If plate 3 is exposed to view, plate 3 may be provided 

with a finishing layer. 
20 The covering may also be made of a plate-shaped material 

rather than of slats. 

Preferably the plate is made of concrete and the ribs 

attached thereto are made of concrete or of steel, and the ribs are only 

present on the upper side of the plate. The advantage of a floor member 
25 of this type is that it is relatively simple and inexpensive to produce, 

whereby an underside of the plate forming a ceiling directly has a finished 

appearance. When the conduits are being provided, they can be simply laid 

between the ribs on the plate and subsequently be interconnected. The 

plate-shaped covering which is subsequently placed on the ribs can be 
30 finished by means known per se, such as carpeting, parquet, etc. If the 

ribs are present on the underside of the plate, both the upper side and 

the underside usually require finishing. 
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CLAIMS 

1. An assembly comprising a plate-shaped floor member 
provided with a plate and at least two ribs, between which a trench is 
present, which assembly furthermore comprises at least one conduit present 
in said trench, whereby at least one rib bounding said trench is provided 
with at least one passage, which extends from said trench to a side of 
the rib remote from said trench, whilst said conduit extends through said 
passage, characterized in that said ribs are present on the upper side 
of the plate, with a plate-shaped covering being present on or between 
said ribs on a side remote from said plate. 

2. An assembly according to claim 1, characterized in that 
said plate-shaped covering is detachable. 

3. An assembly according to claim 1 or 2, characterized 
in that each rib is provided with a number of spaced-apart passages. 

4. An assembly according to any one of the preceding 
claims, characterized in that said plate is furthermore provided on the 
underside with two parallel ribs, which are provided with passages. 

5. An assembly according to any one of the preceding 
claims, characterized in that said rib is widened on a side remote from 
said plate, 

6. An assembly according to any one of the preceding 
claims, characterized in that said ribs are provided with supporting 
flanges, which are present between said passages and said plate, whereby 
intermediate plates are present on said supporting flanges. 

7. An assembly according to claim 6, characterized in that 
said plate is perforated. 

8. An assembly according to any one of the preceding 
claims, characterized in that said assembly is provided with at least two 
spaced-apart sections, which support said floor member, whereby ends of 
ribs extending beyond edges of said plate are supported on said sections. 

9. An assembly comprising at least two spaced-apart 
sections and at least one floor member extending between said sections, 
characterized in that said floor member is provided with an elongated 
plate, which comprises on an upper side thereof at least two ribs extending 
in the longitudinal direction of the plate, which extend beyond edges of 
the plate with their ends, whereby said ends are supported on said 
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sections . 

10. An assembly according to claim 8 or 9, characterized 
in that the elongated d-shaped section comprises an elongated duct and 
a flange being in line with a wall of said duct, whereby the ends of the 

5 ribs are supported by said flange. 

11. An assembly according to claim 10, characterized in 
that upright walls of said elongated duct are provided with aligned 
passages. 

12 . An assembly according to any one of the preceding c1 aims 
10 8-11, characterized in that aligned floor members are supported with 

facing edges by spaced-apart , parallel sections. 

13. An assembly according to any one of the preceding claims 
8 - 12, characterized in that conduits are provided between the ribs on 
said plate, through the passages in the tubular sections, and/or between 

15 parallel sections. 

14. An assembly according to any one of the preceding claims 
8 - 13, characterized in that said plate is provided near its edge with 
at least one stiffening rib extending between said ribs. 

15. A floor member according to any one of the preceding 
20 claims. 

16. A section according to any one of the preceding claims. 
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